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SIR:

1 heve to inform you that on the morning of hpril 15th, 1906, the
City of San Franciseo was visited by a severe esrthquake, which in itself
did untcld damage in the entire or partial destruction of the business

* blocks and homes of this City, Immedi-tely after the shock, I visited the
Mein Post Office end found the bullding ecnsidersbly dsmsged, Mission
Strest on the Scuth had dropped seversl feet from its originel level, and
the tracks upon which the mail is transperted from the Hain Office to the
Ferry vere rendered unfit for use, I found the clerks of the night shift
on duty snd willing to ecntinue work, Superistendert of Gomstruction,
J. W. Roberts, who hes been in cherge of the comstruction of the bullding,
was cn the ground iusedistely and upon 2 rough estimte figured the damage
at from three bundred t¢ four hundred thousand dollars.

4s & result of the earthqueke, seversl fires were sterted in the
Scuthern jortion of the City and owing to a lack of weter supply, many of
the mains having been broken, thls pert of the City was soon in flames.
The fire rapidly epprosched the vieinity of the Fost Uffice, and threatemed
ite entire destructions I am plessed to report, Lowever, thet through the
hercic efforts of sume nineor ten of the employses of the fostal and
Custodian service, the bullding wes seved from the flames end its contents
practically left intect,

About eight o'cloek in the morning, the fire broke out in the north-
ern portion of the city, and together with thet at the Scutbern end

i
e




e ¥ Z Ny T
retail dis.rict of the City, together vith e large portion of the resid-
ence district, As soon as the fire was under control amd it wes possible

to visit the burnt disirict, all the heads of Departments and as many

of the clerks ss could repert for duty assembled at the Post Office ready

for work, The fire wes practically under control et 4i30 A.m, of the 20th
inst, and business was resuled in the post office et 9 A.M. of the seme day.

i

Upon a hesty survey of the situation, it wes discovered that
about twelve square miles of the densely porulated territory of the City
had been burned, Many of the clerks at the burnt stations were asaigned
to duty st the Main Office and st the Ststions still standing, A gener-
el delivery wes inmedistely ineugurated st the main post office for
Stetions K end B, the latter of which was first believed to have been de-
stroyed, tut wes later found to be intaet. Ae parts of the districts of
Stations & and E were still stending, new locetions for these stetioms
were imuediately found, Station €, formerly at the corper of 20th and
Misaion Streets, is nov located on Mission Street between 22nd amd 23rd
Streets., Station E, forserly on Tounsend Street, betwsen Third and
Fourth Streets, is now located st 19th and Hentucky Streets. A general
delivery was immedistely begun at the ststioms still standing, and on
Saturday earrisr delivery was inmsmgursted at those statioms.
The following is @ list of the regular st:ctions, and their conditions
et the present times
Stetion A, forwrly located st the corner of Polk end Seeramemto Streets,
wes destroyed by fire. Tais s.ation is now locsied on Fillmore Street near .
Snm.MMMWMWMhhmﬂnﬂﬂ;
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No Money O-der or Registry business is being Geme. There were formerly
employed st this station four elerks and twemty-five carriers.

Stetion B, formerly at 410 Jzekson Street in the heart of the business
disirict, stands in the midst of ruins, uninjured, snd is doing business.
line clerks and twenty-thres carriers are cuployed there, snd a gemeral
delivery is being made from thet statiom. ,

Station C, formerly loeated st the ecrmer of 20th and Mission Streets,
was destroyed by fire, and is now temporarily located on Mission Street
between 22nd and 23rd Stresets. The origipnel foree of four elerks and
twenty-ons carriers has been incressed by the additiom of two clerks,

Ferry Steiion is uninjured and is now doing business with twelve
clerks and seventeen carriers.

Stetion B wee formerly loecated on Townsend Street between Third and
Fourth Strects and wes destroyed by fire, This ststion is mew temporarily
located at 19th and fentucky Streets. The regular foree of two clerks and
ahvin carrisrs is now employed in the temporsry que ters.

Staiion F, located at 2505 Sacrsmenic Street, wes uninjured. B-ogides
the regular fores of three ¢lerks and twenty-five earriers, eight additional
elerks are now employed at this station,.

Station G, loeated st 17ih and Castro Strests was uminjursd., The
regular force of twe clerks and nine carriers ere now employed there.

Stetion H, loested st Hayes snd laguna Streets, is uninjured. The reg-
ular foree of two clerks and eleven carriers has been ineressed by the
addition of two clerks.

Station J. iz loceted at Masonie Avemue nenr Haizht Stroet asd is
uninjured, The regular fnrﬁe of two clerks end t.irteen cerriers are
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employed there. In order to assist this Station, wiieh is located mesr
m&upm,mmh-dwﬂmnm,nm
has been established at the Young Men's Hebrew Associstion near Fell and
Stanyan Streets. No business other than the handling of meil is conducted
et this temporary statiom.

Stetion K was formerly locsted at the northwest cormer of Hew Momigomery
snd Mission Strects and was entirely destroyed by fire. The work of this
stetion ie now being conducted st the Main Office, Thouwﬁ!‘oruﬂy
employed there fifteen clerks emd foriy-six ecarriers.

Station L, located at Ueean View, is still standing, and business is
hmmdmnwwumh:temdmmﬂmdmmw.
Stetion M, located at Clement and 6th ivemue, is still standing.
?honsuhrromnrmmrkndt\nlwmmrabuhunm“ﬂw

the addition of three elerks.

Stavaon O, formerly located in the Emporium, Ma.ket between Fourth end
Fifth Streets, vas destroyed by fire. This station wes not a carrier
station,

Station 36, formerly locsted in the Mills Building, Momtgomery Street
between Bush and Fine Streets, was destroyed by fire. This station was
not & carrier stationm,

Presidio Statiom, located im the Army Fost of that name, is still
inteet. In additiom to the regular foree, there are now erployed there two
additional elerks, There asre no carriers locsted st this Ststionm, but a
genersl delivery has been and is being conducted there.

It is believed st this time thet the entire stock of Lnese stations
was saved from the fire, with the possible exception of Station 36, where
some five or six thouscnd dollers in stock snd sopey order funds was placed




in a vault vhich is not believed to beve been fire proof. It is alse

‘ that mosi of the mail matter st these statioms was sszved, In
m‘.m&mhp.;ludhthhﬂmltl in the immsdiate vieinmity,
end as these vaults will not be opened for st least thirty deys, it will
be impossible to aseertain our loss in that regerd until such time has
elapsed,

The following subwstations were burpeds

4y Merchuats Exchenge Buildings 25, Sutter mear Teylory 22, Third
and Brysnt; 51, first end Folsowy 46, Pacifie kve, snd Lesvemworth; 24,
Larkin mear Oeary; 50, leolk near Sutter; 13, Mission near 1lith; 53, Fddy
and Fclk; 9, Montgomery mear Brosdway; 21, Powell and iost; 33, Market
near Sixth; A7, Market and Jomes; 48, Sutter between Keorny and Crant
ivemuej 49, Eddy end Taylor; 42, Geary and Oetavies, 28, Unlon and Hydej
12, 1097 ¥ashingten Street; 14, 2000 Market Street; 29, 639 MeAllister
Streety 52, Hayes and Frenklinm,

The stock and bo ks of many of these stetions were gaved snd are
now belng brought to the main office by the clerks in echarge and ehecked up.
in cthers, the stock and books are supposed to be in fire proof vaults,

This office lmmedistely began receiving and dispotehing mails reg-
ularly, and yesterdsy, the 25th inst., opened up to the public the money
order and registry divisions and the general delivery section of the City
Division. The money order divieion is issuing and peying momey orders end
receiving and counting remittances. /1l remittances in checks and drafts
are being returned with errequest for ecash remittances, Internstional
exehange work is being disposed of as rapidly as possible end it is believed
that within s few dsys the Momey Order Division will again be in its




A1l registered wail wes held uctil the 22nd inst. in the Oskland
Mmﬂmum;,mnmwuatmmmwaurh
of this office om the 20th and Zlst inst, The balance of ihe registered
weil wes brought to this office om the 22nd inst. snd is being worked =&
rapidly as posgihle. hdum&ahmmrnmlmumh
a genersl delivery of registered matter tircugh the esrriers st the main
office, as the corridor adjmcent to the registry divieilom wes io such a
condition thet it could not be opemed to the public, However, I sm
pleased te report thet the regular windows of the Fegistry Division have
been cpened this morning fer genersl deliwery, and thet reguler dispotches
of registered meil are to-dsy being made to stetiong for the resumption
of cerrier delivery. &t the present time, all registered ma=il is up
end bnis Divislon is in joocd conditions

Stemp stock wes sent Vo all Stotions and hes been on sale thers since
Vonday, the 23rd inst. The regulsr sule of stempe wes resmumed st the
anin office on Wednesdsy, the 2%th inst,.

A large mumber of people, estimsted at probably 300,000, flod from
the City during end immedistely after the fire and sought refuge in the
Gitdes of Uskland, Alameda and Berkeley., Uf this mumber probably 200,000
have remainsd for seversl days in the lest named Cities, and as s result
thereof, the amount of mail hendled has been encrmous. The congestion
in Cakland wes so great that it wes found necesssry to transfer twelive

clerks from this ofiice to the Uakland office, together with four eclisctors,

It has been discovered that several of the clerks of tuls office residing
in Opidand, Berkelsy and “laweds have gone to work at tiose polmts, The
exact mumber is not kncwn at this time,

Toe oaly serious imterruption in cur work since the morning of Fridey,
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the 20th inst. arces when, by order of the mmdcipel sutnoritiss, the
mnmvmwummmmmudymﬁmmmmo
throw down wails thet were deemsd dangercus to life. Meny perts of the
mwmhhw,wun&rmmcwhum
nocessary at 10 o'clock on thet day, to order the clerks from the building
‘with imstructioms to report the following morming, Vigorcus protest wes
mads sgainst the contimustion of this dymemiting, tut witbout avall. As
s recult of the seme, the post office building wes damsged in the edditional :
amount of one hundred thousand dollars (§100,000), us estimsted by Mr,
fioberts, Cuperintendent of Construction, Hovever, on Tuesdsy worning, the
whiu‘l'-.bmwﬁmhmdmu!nmmtumumtmtu
vas deemed safe to order the men back to work, and sinee this time there
has been no imterruption in the handling of the mail. In fsct, & con-
sidershle mmount of unworked mail is wow being sent from Ocklend to be
worked in this effiece. |

The niiitery suthorities, under cowssnd of Gemeral Fumstom, have co-
opersted with us in every poseible wey. By their orders, Vagoms were
mu«wmmmmtwmmmmmmmmm
aein office end the ferry, and between tue main office and the varicus
stetions still stending. Ye have Been liberslly furnished with supplies
and assisted in many other weys by the Amy. legul r messenger service
hes mow bsen esteblished and the impre:sing of men imte servics by the
| silitary eutsorities hes ceased.
f mwmammmﬂmtmcw
snd the Fostal Telegrsph Company has been s¢ badly eriivled thet it was

found mecescary for them to seek relief turough the postal service.




Yesterdsy afterncon, upwerds of ten theunsand telegrams were deposited
in this office for delivery, During the height of the distress, mch
meil was received in this office without being properly prepaid in stamps.
A feeling of umsnily pecessitated their reeceipt and handling, but 1

have stopped the wholesele receipt of such matier snd have issued instructions

and published in the newspepers the information that ell meil metier mmet
be properly stamped. The paralysed conditiom of the telegraphie serviece
will account for the apperent fallure om my part to keep your Hom. Depart-
ment informed of conditioms existing here during the terrible eslamity.
Your telegram muthorizing me to expend net to exveed five thousand
dollars hes been received, and with this fumd availsble, I believe that I
phall be able to meet all present necessities. it the present time, oaly
one elerk is known to have lost his iife, while meny others have been more
or less injured, It will be some time before I shall be sble to furnish
any reliable informaticm in this regerd, as 1 have estimsted that about
fifty clerks and carriers have so far failed to report, I am making as
rapidly as possible a record of the time of the employees of this office,
I beg herewith to enclose map of this City showing the burned district.
§ithin this Gistriet, practiecally the only buildings that were left fit for
use were ths Federal buildings. nmotm“‘w.namw

dons resulted from the earthguake and the dynamiting, A4s soon as more detalled

information is st hand, I shall make a more comylete report.
in conclusion, permit me to state that the jostal Service as & msens of

commmnication among hundreds of thousands of distreseed pecple was, I believe,

en untold blessing.

Reap ¢ fully
arthur G. Fisk
Fustms. ter




Own a Piece of History. ..

Main Post Office

Tth & Mission Street - San Francisco
I- .
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San FrT::ﬁ 18: 200

After April 18, 1000

In support of the 100th Centennial of the San Francisco Earthquake,
the San Francisco District is offering a limited quantity of
a special cachet commemorating the historic event.

Please send $5 (check or money order)

EARTHQUAKE CENTENNIAL
PO BOX 880188
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94188-0188

Ensure that your return name and address is clear and legible.

Orders will be filled after April 18th, 2006.




